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LS 180.01: Introduction to Film 
Office: LA 155 
Phone:x2351 
Hours: TR 10:00-11 :00 
F 11:00-12:00 
MWF 2: 10-4:30 
GBB 123 
Course Descripti.on: This course is an introduction to the basic concepts of film and film 

theory through the viewing of several significant films and the study of our introductory 

text. Its objective is to give you an understanding and critical appreciation of film through 

lectures, discussion, and written assignments. This objective will be measured by your 

ability to determine and analyze basic filmic components and their effectiveness in 

conveying the film's impact. This objective will be realized only through your full 

participation. 

Text: Understanding Movies, 9th edition, Louis Giannetti 

Film Schedule and Assignments: 

Mon. Jan. 27: Introduction to the course 

Wed. Jan. 29: "Visions of Light" and discussion; reading assignment for Feb. 3: Giannetti, 

Chapter 1 
Mon. Feb. 3: "Don't Look Now"-cinematography 
Wed. Feb. 5: Quiz on film/reading, discussion; Assignment for Feb. 10: Chapter 2 
Mon. Feb. 10: "Good Fellas", mise en scene 
Wed. Feb. 12: Quiz and discussion 
Assignment for Feb. 19: One paragraph that raises an issue that you would like to be 
discussed in class. 
Mon. Feb. 17: HOLIDAY 
Wed. Feb. 19: Discussion of your assignment above. Assignment: Giannetti, Chapter 3 
Mon. Feb. 24: "Run, Lola, Run", movement 
Wed. Feb. 26: Quiz and discussion; Assignment: Giannetti, Chapter 4 
Mon. Mar. 3: "North by Northwest", editing 
Wed. Mar. 5: Quiz and discussion; Assignment: Chapter 5 
Mon. Mar. 10: "The Conversation", sound 
Wed. Mar. 12: Quiz and discussion; Assignment: Chapter 6 and one paragraph raising an 
issue to be discussed in class. 
Mon. March 17: "Taxi Driver", acting 
Wed. Mar. 19: Quiz and discussion; Assignment: Chapter 7 
Mon.-Fri. March 24-28: SPRING BREAK 
Mon. Mar. 31: "Reservoir Dogs", drama 
Wed. Apr. 2: Quiz and discussion; Assignment: Chapter 8 
Mon. Apr. 7: "Fargo'', story 
Wed. Apr. 9: Quiz and discussion; Assignment: Chapter 9 
Mon. Apr. 14: "Crimes and Misdemeanors," writing 
Wed. Apr. 16: Quiz and discussion; Assignment: Chapter 10 
Mon. Apr. 21: "Sunshine State", ideology 
Wed. Apr. 23: Quiz and discussion; Assignment: Chapter 11 
Mon. Apr. 28: "Grapes of Wrath", theory 
Wed. Apr. 30: Quiz and discussion; Assignment: Chapter 12 
Mon. May 5: "Citizen Kane", synthesis 
Wed. May 7: Discussion and Review 
Final Exam: Tuesday, May 13, 3:20-5:20, GBB 123. NO CHANGES. 
Grades will be based on quizzes/assignments (50%), Final Exam (110%), 
attendance/participation (10%). 
Please note: Several of these films contain graphic violence, profanity, and sexually 
explicit scenes which are essential components of the films. Ifyou believe that this 
will be a problem for you, please see me before committing to the class. 
While I plan to show the films listed above, there may be changes due to availability and/or 
better suitability in relation to the main filmic component to be discussed. 
Drop Date: February 14, 2003.(w~ 1:<f..,....t) 
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